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Grammer
Grammer performs free show to students
Andy Grammer, platinum-selling re-cording artist, enlivened the crowd of Eastern students with an upbeat  and vibrant performance at Reese 
Court on June 1 that even those who did not 
know much about Grammer cheered and 
praised him for.
“Kiss You Slow” was Grammer’s opening 
song and while the audience did not seem to 
know the lyrics, it did not take long for the pop 
star to get the crowd riled up. 
Grammer said the main difference 
between performing on tour and here 
at EWU is that at college shows “people 
come because they’ve heard like one song, 
so you have to really win them over.” 
There was a soundcheck delay between the 
opening act and Grammer due to him and his 
band experiencing flight issues, which pushed 
back their performance. 
While the delay lasted for about an hour, 
it did not seem to affect students’ thoughts 
on the performance.
“The concert was awesome. I had a great 
time,” said freshman Khalil Williams. 
Williams said his favorite part was when ev-
eryone sang along to “Honey, I’m Good,” and 
while he only knew a few of Grammer’s songs, 
Williams said he will listen to more of his music.
Freshman Karli Stevens said the concert 
was amazing. “[My favorite part] was when 
[Grammer] came down and I got a really 
close picture of him,” she said.
Grammer acknowledged small town 
performances are “sometimes more fun 
because they’re like less jaded and they 
freak out.”
His performance consisted of beat box-
ing, trumpet playing and covers of the 
songs “Thrift Shop” by Macklemore, “Sun-
day Morning” by Maroon 5 and “Chasing 
Cars” by Snow Patrol.
While it remains unclear as to whether 
or not Grammer knew Macklemore was 
EWU’s previous concert, Arie Chamberlain, 
event volunteer, thought it was “really fun-
ny when he started singing Macklemore.” 
Regardless, the crowd seemed to be pleased 
as they were singing along to the cover.
Grammer covered “Trumpets” by Jason 
Derulo. Using an audio device, Grammer 
and his band recorded different sounds, 
such as a trumpet, drum sticks on a stool 
and beat-box vocals. They played them 
back in repetition to form the melody of the 
song’s chorus.  
He closed the night with his 2014 hit 
single “Back Home.” As soon as he ran 
off the stage, the crowd demanded an en-
core and he delivered by performing “Co-
Pilot.” He and his band also took a selfie 
with the crowd. 
 The selfie can be found on his per-
sonal Instagram with the caption, “EAST-
ERN WASHINGTON UNIVERSITY!!! GO 
EAGS!!! #sweatyfantasticevening.” The 
majority of comments were from students. 
Grammer also responded to and retweeted 
several EWU students on Twitter.
By Lelia Thatcher & Eric Long
for the easterner
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ANDY
Andy Grammer performs with his 
guitar during the EWU concert at 
Reese Court on June 1.
Photo by Anna Mills
Nah, Nah, hoNey, he’s Good
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Students Paul Reilly and Isaiah Ratliff 
are preparing their speeches to deliver to the 
graduating seniors at the 2015 Commence-
ment Ceremony.
ASEWU President Dahir 
“D.J.” Jigre said the idea to 
have two students speak in-
stead of him was the idea of 
Amy Johnson, associate vice 
president for student life and 
dean of students.
“This is the first time we 
are doing it. Amy [Johnson] 
said, ‘Hey, I have an idea. 
What do you think about giving your speech 
to a student?’ I jumped right on it,” said Jigre.
Jigre said he really liked the idea because 
he felt like he could not connect with the stu-
dents until the year of his 
own graduation. This way, 
it would be one of their own 
giving the speech.
“It would be awesome to 
be able to see a student take 
that spotlight and share it 
with their fellow colleagues 
that they would be graduat-
ing with,” said Jigre.
Jigre said when they put the word out 
that they were looking for students to do the 
speech, they received 11 applicants. Out of 
those who applied, seven of them were cho-
sen for in-person interviews, and two of the 
seven were selected as the speakers.
“It was literally like an interview process 
for a job because this is a serious thing,” said 
Jigre. “It was actually a really hard process; 
they were all good. I was like, ‘You guys can 
do my speeches all day.’”
The speaker selected for the morning cer-
emony was Reilly.
Originally, Reilly was not going to apply. 
When his advisor Robin Aquim suggested he 
try to pursue the speaker position, he was not 
convinced on the idea.
Reilly said after some of his friends told 
him what he needed to hear, 
even though it was not what 
he wanted to hear, he decided 
to apply.
Reilly said he has been 
working with his speech coach 
Patricia Chantrill to learn how 
to combat anxiety, relax dur-
ing his speech, read slowly and 
where to take pauses.
“The content is everything I 
want to deliver, and she is just 
helping me deliver that content 
in a way that is most meaning-
ful to everyone,” said Reilly.
Reilly said his speech is a 
little different than most com-
mencement speeches in the 
sense of it is more personal. Reilly will be 
sharing part of his life story to his fellow 
graduates as well as everyone in attendance.
“I have screwed up just about every way 
imaginable throughout my life. I really want 
it to be a story about perseverance, and if you 
really want to make a change in your life you 
can,” said Reilly.
The commencement speaker for the af-
ternoon ceremony will be Ratliff. He said he 
pursued the opportunity because he wanted 
to give back to everyone who has helped him 
during his time at Eastern.
“I’ve been here so long at Eastern, I have 
really gotten close to the community and I feel 
like they have invested so much time in me 
that it would be nice for me to have a chance 
to speak to that and be grateful,” said Ratliff.
Ratliff said his speech will focus more 
on achievement and introspection. He 
said his goal with this speech is to make 
it entertaining enough that no one will fall 
asleep, and to give someone 
something to think about for 
at least one second.
“If I could just get them to 
reassess their own aspirations. 
… People have had jobs they 
have kids, they have families, 
but we are all here at this mo-
ment of achievement and it is a 
good point to survey the land 
around you and see where you 
really want to go,” said Ratliff.
Ratliff said he really wants 
to challenge everyone in atten-
dance to imagine the kind of per-
son they would like to see in the 
world, and then be that person.
“Nothing separates [you 
from] the future you, besides time and effort. 
… The world can be aggressively negative so 
why not be aggressively optimistic and posi-
tive at some points,” said Ratliff.
Above all Ratliff said he just wants to 
ignite a fire in someone to go and do some-
thing. He stressed that we are who we want 
to be. If something is not as good as we want 
it to be then the only thing stopping it from 
changing is ourselves.
“We are the generation now, we are going 
to be driving this thing one way or another. 
… We get to decide,” said Ratliff.
By Bekah FraNk
administrative assistant
Speakers prepare farewell for graduation
The newly proclaimed pro-
gressive candidate for the U.S. 
presidency, Vermont Senator 
Bernie Sanders, has presented 
a new legislation that will give 
students from lower-middle 
class families free tuition to 
any public college or univer-
sity in the country.
“It is a national disgrace that 
hundreds of thousands of young 
Americans today do not go to 
college, not because they are un-
qualified, but because they can-
not afford it,” he told reporter 
Daniel Doherty of Town Hall 
News on May 19. “This is abso-
lutely counterproductive to our 
efforts to create a strong, com-
petitive economy and a vibrant 
middle class. This disgrace has 
got to end.”
Sander’s proposed College 
for All Act will provide free tu-
ition to every four-year public 
college and university in the 
United States. With this bill, 
Sanders’ focus is to make sure 
any student, regardless of his 
or her background or income, 
will be able to get the education 
they need and deserve.
“Though I don’t think the 
bill will pass, I think that ev-
eryone deserves a right to 
higher education,” said EWU 
junior Jared Hopkins. “The 
only thing I can think of as a 
downfall to the bill is that it 
might decrease the value of a 
bachelor’s degree. If everyone 
is getting them, it will force me 
to get a master’s in my field to 
compete and I am not sure that 
I could afford to spend two 
more years in school.”  
If this bill actually passes, 
the U.S. would be among sev-
eral other countries that pro-
vide free higher education such 
as Sweden, Norway, Germany 
and Brazil.
“I don’t think that paying 
for school is a big deal, though 
I do wish it were cheaper,” said 
EWU sophomore Taylor Dono-
hue. “What I do think is crazy, 
however, is that other coun-
tries aren’t just providing free 
tuition, they are paying their 
students to attend.”
One problem Sanders may 
have is getting the bill through 
the Republican-controlled 
Congress. To tax Wall Street, 
the bill would enforce a 0.5 
percent tax on stock trades — 
that is 50 cents for every $100 
worth of stock — a 0.1 percent 
fee on bonds and a 0.005 per-
cent fee on derivatives trading. 
Sanders said that two-thirds of 
the money needed will come 
straight from the new taxes, 
while each individual state will 
have to pay the rest.
Sanders’ plan may have a 
difficult time getting through 
Congress, but it is a good start 
to his campaign if he is trying to 
differentiate himself from other 
candidates. Hillary Clinton has 
not given any plans on the topic 
of lowering tuition costs even 
though she mentioned it was a 
focus of hers.
EWU Director of Govern-
ment Relations David Buri 
said, “It is exciting to see this 
proposal on a national narra-
tive. It gets to the heart in un-
derstanding how important a 
college degree can be for un-
derprivileged families.” How-
ever, he also cautions to not get 
too excited because the bill has 
a long way to go before it be-
comes an actual law. “I agree 
with the principle [of the law], 
but it’s difficult to build the 
backbone we need for it.”
This plan may end up being 
a primary focus of upcoming 
presidential debates. Though 
the bill may have little chance 
of passing, it is a good ice-
breaker for other candidates 
to get their foot in the door on 
the subject of higher educa-
tion costs. Sanders’ plan may 
be bold, but if it helps get the 
conversation started, the days 
of free higher education might 
not be too far away.
New 
candidate 
proposes 
free tuition
Photo by Aly Gibson
EWU students stop to enjoy a beverage during Mayfest on May 29.
The streets in front of Brewster 
Hall were filled with people last 
Saturday celebrating the third an-
nual Mayfest.
Events began on May 29 with 
music from the Kelly Hughes Band, 
local country music players from 
Coeur d’Alene, Idaho.
On Saturday, vendors lined 
the streets from First, College and 
F. Vendors sold candy, raffle tick-
ets, crafts, jewelry and clothing. 
Activities were spread throughout 
the streets including three-on-three 
basketball and human Foosball.
EWU’s Epic Adventures 
brought down a climbing wall and 
the Hoot Boutique held a fashion 
show featuring clothing offered in 
their store.
“Cheney is a nice place,” said 
Patricia Alberts, an Eastern gradu-
ate who had a colorful display of tie 
dye and batik clothing at the festi-
val.
Mayfest first got started in 2013 
and was headed by Jason Williams 
from Owl Pharmacy, Danielle La-
Bar from The Mason Jar and Dori 
Byrd from Holiday Inn Express.
“This is just my opinion, but I 
would definitely consider Mayfest 
2015 a huge success,” said Wil-
liams.
This year, Mayfest was orga-
nized and planned by a volunteer 
committee of five people from the 
business community, along with 
a liaison from the City of Cheney 
Parks and Recreation department 
and a representative from EWU’s 
Office of Community Engagement, 
said Williams.
“Of course the execution in-
volved many people and organiza-
tions and businesses from the com-
munity,” said Williams.
The committee began planning 
this year’s Mayfest back in Octo-
ber, said Williams. The commit-
tee scheduled a two-hour weekly 
meeting to brainstorm ideas, del-
egate duties and report on the vari-
ous tasks each of them were cover-
ing.
“Other than the weekly meet-
ings, we all just worked on get
Community members collaborate on successful Mayfest
Ratliff
Reilly
By katie duNN
staff writer
By Joe Matthews
contributing writer
 
“I really want it to 
be a story about 
perseverance, 
and if you really 
want to make a 
change in your 
life you can.” 
Paul Reilly
Graduating senior
Mayfest brings Cheney together
Photo by Aly Gibson
An aerial hoop performer poses during her act at Mayfest.MAYFEST-PAGE 5
June 3, 2015 pagE 3EAGLE LIFE
Thursday Friday Friday, June 12 Saturday, June 13
Paws and Relax
4-6 p.m. | Phase 1 lobby
Orchestra Concert
7:30 p.m. | Music Building 
Recital Hall
Up All Night
9 p.m. | PUB MPR
Student Leadership Awards
5 p.m. | PUB MPR
Choral Concert
7:30 p.m. | Music Building 
Recital Hall
Jazz Bass
2-5 p.m. | Sutton Park
Dining Services has released its soft launch 
for the mobile-ordering app, Tapingo.
Director of Dining Services Dave McKay 
said the app is meant to cut down on time 
spent in lines waiting to order. By using the 
Tapingo app, students, faculty and staff can or-
der a meal or drink from any dining location, 
except Tawanka Commons, on the app from 
wherever they are and have it prepared while 
they are on their way to pick it up.
Users download the Tapingo app on their 
mobile phones, create an account and choose 
their school. The app recognizes all dining ser-
vice locations on campus that have Tapingo 
ordering setup, and users can select where 
they want to eat based off the estimated wait 
time Tapingo gives.
After choosing a dining location, users 
can order their meal or drink from any-
where and use either their Eagle card, debit 
card or credit card to pay. The user will re-
ceive a text confirmation from Tapingo that 
their order has been received.
McKay said as soon as a Tapingo order 
is received at the dining location, it will 
print a ticket with the order on it. Once the 
order is completed, the dining location will 
scan the order ticket and will send a confir-
mation to the student who placed the order 
through the app.
“You walk up to the designated pickup 
spot, show your phone and your order, and 
you are gone,” said McKay.
Junior Crystal Williamson said she really 
enjoys using the Tapingo app. Williamson 
lives in the dorms, so she gets all her meals 
from Dining Services.
“I like using it in the mornings like if I need 
to get a coffee run, but I am running late to 
class. I can type it in while I am going to class 
and then I can just grab it,” said Williamson.
The convenience of Tapingo is another 
quality Williamson appreciates, along with 
the ability to cut down on the time spent 
ordering food.
“It is really easy to use. … It shows you 
how long the wait line is so you can determine 
how long it will be until your food or drink is 
ready,” said Williamson. “... It does cut back 
on waiting in lines, which is really nice, espe-
cially around the dinner rush.”
Administrative program specialist of Din-
ing Services Mitchell Shaffer said in an email 
interview that Tapingo brings the convenience 
to campus Dining Services was looking for.
“Eastern Washington University Dining 
Services knows fast service, at convenient 
times, is what our customers come to expect. 
Tapingo adds another level of convenience for 
our customers,” said Shaffer.
McKay said even though Tawanka is not 
currently on the Tapingo app, they are work-
ing on getting a menu for it.
McKay said the biggest problem Din-
ing Services faced while deciding whether 
to launch Tapingo at Eastern was the secu-
rity. He said they wanted to be sure the app 
was safe for students to have their debit or 
credit cards on.
“That was probably the biggest stand-off 
point for the university to say, ‘Yes, this meets 
our security standards for PCI compliance,’” 
said McKay.
According to McKay, the Tapingo app 
runs on a completely different server than 
Eastern; all its security is done through a reli-
able third party. After evaluating the security 
features Tapingo has to offer, the app had its 
soft release this quarter.
Shaffer said Tapingo will have its full re-
lease in September, when students and faculty 
return in the fall.
“In an effort to enhance our customers’ 
experience, we as a dining team are excited 
for students and faculty to utilize the Tapingo 
app,” said Shaffer.
The Diversified Greek Coun-
cil (DGC) hosted the first annual 
Mayhem step and stroll competi-
tion in the Showalter Auditorium 
on May 30. The two-hour show 
featured performances in addition 
to recognition of the recipient of 
the Diversity Scholarship award.
Franklin Castellano was the 
first recipient of the Diversity 
Scholarship at Eastern.
Bilal Badruddin, DGC adviser 
and area coordinator of Streeter 
and Morrison Halls, said the 
scholarship was $400 this year. He 
said the purpose of the scholar-
ship is “to promote academic suc-
cess.” Badruddin said the scholar-
ship aligns with Eastern’s goals of 
student retention and it helps pro-
vide monetary aid to a student of 
an underrepresented background.
The Diversity Scholarship is 
now an annual scholarship ex-
pecting to increase to $500 next 
year, according to Badruddin. He 
said to apply for the scholarship, 
students must fill out Eastern’s 
scholarship application and meet 
the requirements to apply.
The event started at 7 p.m. and 
consisted of two rounds of stroll-
ing and one round of stepping. 
Delta Sigma Theta Sorority Inc 
started off the first round of stroll-
ing, followed by Omega Delta Phi 
Fraternity Inc, Kappa Delta Chi 
Sorority, Sigma Lambda Gamma 
Sorority Inc, and Sigma Lambda 
Beta International Fraternity.
Endy De La Cruz, student 
and Omega Delta Phi Frater-
nity Inc member, performed 
in his fraternity’s routines. He 
said he had to fill in after an-
other member was injured a 
week before the event; De La 
Cruz said he practiced about 
four hours each day.
De La Cruz said, “Getting 
out there and having the sup-
port … of all Greek life was 
pretty awesome.”
Badruddin said, “DGC really 
wanted to create something of 
their own. … It was something 
they were invested in because 
they were the ones hosting it.” He 
said at other universities, the DGC 
and NPHC groups host stroll 
competitions. EWU DGC wanted 
to create something similar but 
different, and added in the step-
ping portion.
Two exhibition acts were in-
cluded in the show: Kode Red, 
Eastern’s dance group, and 
Sky Movement, a rap duo. Sky 
Movement was giving away free 
Summer Jam tickets to members 
in the audience.
Having the two exhibition 
groups perform was to get dif-
ferent groups of people involved. 
According to Badruddin, DGC 
wanted to involve not only Greek 
students, but also non-Greek stu-
dents to attend the event and learn 
more about the DGC organiza-
tions at Eastern.
Other Greek students from 
the Panhellenic sororities at-
tended the event: “We want to 
support [the DGC groups]; they 
always support us,” said Ashley 
Guilbault, student and Alpha Xi 
Delta Sorority member. She said 
she didn’t know what to expect 
of the competition.
Prizes for first through third 
place were awarded to the orga-
nizations, as voted by the event 
judges. First place won a trophy 
and $1,000, second place won a 
trophy and $350 and third place 
won a trophy and $100.
Sigma Lambda Beta Interna-
tional Fraternity won first place, 
Delta Sigma Theta Sorority Inc 
won second place and Sigma 
Lambda Gamma Sorority won 
third place.
“It was a successful show, 
but it will only get better,” said 
Badruddin.
It feels increasingly uncommon 
for a video game to capture the spark 
of imagination in its players. It is far 
too easy to create a 
game on rails, where 
a click or press of a 
button moves you 
from story point to 
story point, but the 
player doesn’t really 
get a sense of the 
world or the scale 
of the events taking 
place. “The Witcher 
3: Wild Hunt” however, as one of the 
best role-playing games I’ve played, 
that creates an elaborate and massive 
world that I will not soon forget.
While my time with the game was 
limited, the ten hours I spent playing 
the game were unforgettable. The de-
velopers somehow managed to chan-
nel a sense of grand adventure that few 
RPGs attain. The world is just as vibrant 
and alive as “Skyrim,” with a combat 
system and controls that feel tight and 
responsive. There’s a certain level of ac-
tion that even “Skyrim” couldn’t cap-
ture. The combat is some of the most 
fun I’ve had in a RPG in years. It’s re-
sponsive and the animations are some 
of the best in the business.
That being said, perhaps the weak-
est point of the game comes as a direct 
consequence of the size of the world. 
There’s so much to do at any given 
point, but due to that, very few of the 
side-quests feel relevant and important. 
It’s a problem that plagues all 
It’s been three years since the Barton 
Bellas took the stage last in “Pitch Per-
fect” and, sadly, the time wasn’t spent 
making the acapella 
group any better.
Starring Anna Ken-
drick as Becca Mitchell 
and Rebel Wilson as 
Fat Amy, “Pitch Per-
fect 2” was not of the 
same caliber as its pre-
decessor. Though fun-
ny at times, the movie 
seemed to lack charac-
ter development, get lost in jokes that 
try too hard and fall flat with its song 
choices.
After three national titles, the girls 
are privileged to sing in the Kennedy 
Center for U. S.  President Barack 
Obama’s birthday. There is a slight 
wardrobe malfunction and the “down 
under” of Australian Fat Amy, gets ex-
posed to the audience. Consequently, 
the girls are banned from performing 
on the national level, thus prompting 
them to go to the World Champion-
ships seeing that they have an auto-
matic bid from winning the past three 
National Championships.  
Once entered in the world competi-
tion, the Bellas come face to face with 
their new rivals, a German group called 
Das Sound Machine or DSM. They 
soon realize the competition is stiff and 
that they need to work together harmo-
niously and “find their sound” if they 
want to win the title.
Adding a new member, Emily Junk, 
the Bella’s learn to work as a team be-
fore the championships and the show-
down against DSM ensues.
The movie as a whole was not ter-
rible but, when compared to the first 
one, it really didn’t meet expectations. 
The humor was forced and uncomfort-
able at times. It felt like they got lucky 
with the jokes in the first movie and 
did not know how to duplicate it for 
round two.  Everything good from the 
Chris Mudd
Joe Matthews
review
review
‘Pitch Perfect 
2’ out of sync
By NathaN Peters
managing editor
By Bekah FraNk
administrative assistant
New app shows promising 
benefits for dining services
Illustration by Lauren Campbell
Illustration by Joseph Weeden
PITCH PERFECT 2-PAGE 5
WITCHER 3-PAGE 5
‘Witcher 3: 
Wild Hunt’ 
unforgettable
Mayhem competition features students
@easterneronline Have you used the Tapingo app? • Let us know what you think of it.
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As if his performance was not 
enough, Grammer had some advice for 
college students: “Whatever it is you 
want to do, don't be scared and just do 
it. Do it way more than you talk about 
doing it, whatever your 
passion is,” he said. 
“For me, I just went to 
the street and started 
performing, so figure 
out what that means for 
your career.”
According to Gram-
mer, the secret to suc-
cess is someone finding 
out how to get good 
enough at what they 
do, to the point of lend-
ing their own attention 
to another individual, 
even if the listener does not like it.
“It takes a really long time as an artist 
and songwriter to create something and 
then deliver it, sing it, produce it, get it 
in a way that you are no longer giving 
me your attention, I’m giving you some-
thing,” said Grammer.
As for Grammer’s college experience, 
he said, “It was like a great place to fail. 
You can just like swing and miss a ton 
of times and not really be penalized too 
heavily for it, you know?” 
Volunteers for the event had du-
ties such as line control, stair guarding 
and taking tickets. They were rewarded 
at the end of the night 
with a meet-and-greet 
with Grammer. 
“I was on line con-
trol, it was really fun,” 
said Keirstan Hanson, 
event volunteer and 
ASEWU director of fi-
nance. She said she en-
joyed the concert, as well.
The opening band La-
voy, an electronic rock and 
alternative pop band from 
Wasilla, Alaska, excited 
students for Grammer’s 
performance with up-tempo songs. 
“It was awesome. It couldn’t have 
been better,” said Stacy Reece, director 
for SAIL. “From the time that we finally 
identified the artists all the way up to to-
night, it was really pretty smooth.”
Photos by Anna Mills
Andy Grammer, singing “Crazy Beautiful,” closes his eyes during part of the performance at EWU.
GRAMMER:
CONTINUED FROM FRONT
Photos by Anna Mills
Top: Eastern students smile during Grammer’s performance at Reece Court on June 1.
Below: Andy Grammer smiles as one of his bandmates plays electric guitar.
“[College] was like 
a great place to fail. 
You can just like swing 
and miss a ton of 
times and not really be 
penalized too heavily 
for it, you know?”
Andy Grammer
Performer
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as web content during the 
week at www.EasternerOn-
line.com. The Easterner is 
distributed throughtout the 
Cheney campus and business 
district as well as Riverpoint 
and various Spokane busi-
nesses. If you would like The 
Easterner to be distrubuted 
at your business call the Ad-
vertising Department at 509-
359-7010
All content in The Easterner 
is either produced or cho-
sen by EWU students. Our 
goal is to provide relevant 
information to the students, 
faculty, staff and residents of 
the communities surround-
ing EWU.
online sports editor
Fetlew Gebreziabher
fgebreziabher@gmail.com
original was missing, even 
though it tried to mimic it.
“Pitch Perfect 2” focused 
mostly on Wilson, but what 
made her a star in the last 
one was her supporting role. 
She just does not fit as a main 
character. With too many 
gags centered on Fat Amy, 
Rebel Wilson loses her come-
dic touch and comes off rath-
er annoying and rude.
With Wilson taking the 
lead in this one, Anna Kend-
rick’s acting showed little en-
thusiasm and was, at times, 
downright boring. Differing 
from her original character, 
Kendrick’s role was much 
more serious and uptight. 
Throughout the movie, she 
seemed like she would rather 
be elsewhere, which I can’t 
blame her for. She is  30 years 
old still getting roles as a col-
lege student, and her lack of 
interest is expressed in char-
acter’s dullness.
The supporting cast goes 
along for the Rebel Wil-
son ride and provides a few 
laughs here and there, but fart 
jokes do get old at some point.
Mixing in racial, sexual 
and gender discriminatory 
jokes, the commentators, 
played by Elizabeth Banks 
and John Michael Higgins, 
were funny in the begin-
ning, but like the others, they 
seemed to be trying too hard. 
Toward the end of the movie, 
the jokes came across cheeky 
and offensive.
The best part of the movie 
was the ending, not just be-
cause it was over but because 
the girls were able to muster 
out one really good perfor-
mance. The original song 
“Flashlight” is performed, 
and though it does not come 
close to the phenomenon that 
was “Cups” from the first 
movie, it is still a good song.
Not meeting the standards 
set by its predecessor, “Pitch 
Perfect 2” falls flat overall. It 
is not as funny, charming or 
as in depth and it really isn’t 
worth spending $10 to see. 
Thankfully, nothing has been 
mentioned about a third Pitch 
Perfect, but a Fat Amy spinoff 
would come as no surprise.
Comic by Joseph Weedon
MAYFEST:
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 2
WITCHER 3:
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 3
PITCH PERFECT 2:
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 3
open world games. How do you manage to create 
a gigantic and interactive universe, while still creating 
quests that feel vital as opposed to a collection of fetch 
quests. Finding some old man’s cat in the middle of a 
warzone just doesn’t feel important at all.
The story itself is interesting enough, as are the 
characters, but there is a certain expectation of the 
player having spent a little bit of time in the previous 
installations of the franchise. That’s to be expected, 
and it only took me a short amount of time before I 
really felt like I understood what was going on. The 
protagonist, Geralt of Rivia, is an interesting charac-
ter to follow, whose beard grows in real time. This 
may be the first case of facial hair growth in a video 
game. What a time to be alive.
For all the beautiful landscapes and imagery, the 
soundtrack compliments it in a way that is subtle, but 
epic. The quieter moments are met with peaceful and 
serene tunes, while the battle music feels legendary 
and powerful. It’s a glorious soundtrack well worth 
listening to.
My experience with the “Witcher” franchise is 
limited, considering I’ve only spent a few hours play-
ing each game. Yet, I now understand where the hype 
for the third installment has come from. It’s a rare 
thing when a game is so good that I think about play-
ing it while playing other games. Nothing else hits 
the spot right now, and I encourage any fan of the 
adventure game genre to pick this one up.
ting stuff done as our work and family schedules 
allowed,” said Williams.
According to Williams, this year’s event was 
much larger than the previous two years. He attri-
butes this to the fact that this year, five people were 
on the committee opposed to the two or three mem-
bers from previous years.
“The committee members all brought some really 
creative and interesting ideas that were then very well 
executed,” said Williams. “Not to mention that the 
additional committee members are incredibly con-
nected and very committed to seeing Cheney thrive.”
The committee will be holding a recap meeting 
next week to do follow up and to go over the num-
bers, according to Williams. This will allow for the 
committee to make a list of ways they can improve 
next year’s event.
“I thought the energy and crowds were awesome 
this year and the feedback during and the little bit I 
heard yesterday was really positive,” said Williams.“I 
think we had a great turn out and I know I had the 
most fun yet at a Mayfest.”
Police Beat
By Claire siMPsoN
copy editor
May 26
3:09 p.m.
Destruction of Property
A university employee in JFK Library found 
disparaging remarks written on the wall in 
one of the stalls of a men’s restroom. There 
are no leads or suspects.
May 28
3:45 p.m.
Destruction of Property
A student parked her car in P12 and, upon 
her return, found a large scratch on the hood 
of her car between the headlights. The car 
was parked between two white vans, but 
there are no leads or suspects.
May 29
2:52 p.m.
Sex Offence
A Child Protective Services intake form was 
received that reported possible inappropri-
ate touching between a five-year-old girl, 
who lives with her mother on campus, and 
her estranged biological father. The incident 
happened in California, so the investigation 
is pending.
May 31
1:04 a.m.
Simple Assault
A resident of Pearce Hall had lost his ID and 
could not get into the building. He beat on 
the windows and, when he was finally let 
in, jumped on the front desk to threaten the 
night worker, who had not heard the com-
motion. A third party got between the two, 
convincing the individual to leave. They 
were able to identify him to police when they 
arrived, and he was cited with assault in the 
fourth degree.
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Let it be known that I, as much as any-
body else, think it would be pretty awe-
some to have a female president elected 
in my lifetime. How-
ever, I don’t think we 
should elect a female 
president just to do it 
— and that’s the exact 
reason I think Hillary 
Clinton would get the 
democratic nomination 
or the presidency. 
Now, I was pretty 
excited when I first 
heard Clinton’s official 
announcement of her bid for the presiden-
cy, but the more honestly I looked into her 
politics, the more I began to see she wasn’t 
quite the liberal queen I had hoped for. 
Her decision to only put forth support for 
same-gender marriage after announcing 
her presidential bid is only the tip of the 
iceberg as far as I’m concerned. Although 
she certainly fares better for my own ide-
als better than any Republican candidate, 
the fact of the matter remains that due to a 
few specific reasons, mainly her stance on 
the military and the bad sense I get from 
her choosing to wait as long as she did 
to fully come out in support of the LGBT 
community, she would still be the lesser of 
two evils, so to speak. And I’m sick of hav-
ing to choose between a rock and a hard 
place for my president.
So when I saw there was a new candi-
date in town, I was pretty pumped to get 
to know him. At first glance, Bernie Sand-
ers is about as close to a perfect candidate 
for me as I think I can hope for in our 
current political system. Now, I fully ac-
knowledge that there is likely something 
shady in Sanders’ political past, however, 
his track record as I’ve seen it has been 
surprisingly clean.
For me, some of what stands out the 
most, especially in comparison to Clinton, 
are his stances on military and higher 
education. Sanders has been consistently 
against the use of military force, and has 
worked to lower military spending in favor 
of higher education. He has consistently 
voted against military-minded responses 
— for example, he voted no in 2006 on 
declaring the Iraq invasion a part of the 
War on Terror, giving it no exit date. As for 
higher education, he wants to make it free 
to everyone and has repeatedly said it is a 
right, not a luxury.
Although there are some subjects Sand-
ers isn’t 100 percent aligned with me on, 
his stance on gun control is a little more lax 
than I would like, he’s just about the closest 
to perfect I think I’ll ever get — at least as 
far as I can tell now.
@EasternerOnline - What do you think The Easterner can improve on? • Share your thoughts with us.
Easterner Asks: What can The Easterner improve on? What would you like us to do more of?
“I would probably say 
just get different sides 
of the story, and maybe 
be more detective-
esque. Dig deeper.”
“I guess make it more 
available. I don’t 
really see it around.”
“More distribution. I 
never see the paper. 
Maybe put more 
[signs] up to show 
where they are.”
Hannah Pottage
Senior
Emily Heine
Junior
Tulio Valadares Ribeiro
Junior
Vote Sanders, an independent, pseudo-socialist underdog
Illustration by Lauren Campbell
By ZoË Colburn
opinion editor
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letter to the editor
Dear Easterner Editor,
I enjoy the articles, and all the great 
work your reporters do. I would like to 
offer a suggestion regarding a recent 
article about Cokie Roberts. The para-
graph I am referring to is: “The evening 
began with a musical performance by 
Jodie Graves. She sang three songs 
including ‘John Brown’s Body’ and set 
the tone of the evening. The perfor-
mances prefaced the tone of Roberts’ 
lecture. Graves concluded with a recital 
of ‘Blue Tail Fly,’ where Roberts came 
from behind the curtain and joined her 
to finish the chorus.”
I was the pianist for this event and I 
performed with the singer, Ann Fen-
nessey, who is a Spokane icon. We were 
asked to begin the evening with specific 
music, but I was not the singer, as was 
indicated in the program with our bios. 
We also did not do “John Brown’s Body” 
and we ended the set with “Was My 
Brother in the Battle.” My name is also 
misspelled in the article.
I wanted to share this with you, as I 
know this is an educational process for 
these students. I thought it might be help-
ful for the person who wrote the article 
to be clear about name spellings and ac-
curate about citing titles. It also might be 
more clear if the writer said “rendition of 
‘Blue Tail Fly’” rather than recital. 
I’m so glad someone was there to 
report, as it was a memorable evening. 
I hope you take this in the spirit it is 
being offered. And my thanks to the 
person who wrote the article.
Cokie Roberts article lacked accuracy
By Dr. Jody Graves
Director of Piano Studies
Graduate Program Director
Associate Professor of Piano
EWU Music Department
Colburn
Dear readers of The Easterner,
Firstly, I want to thank you for your 
readership and thoughtfulness as our 
newspaper started 
anew this year with a 
new staff and editor.
This school year 
has been hectic, to say 
the least. Through the 
ups and downs at The 
Easterner, the whole 
team persevered in 
unimaginable ways, 
and we have all gotten 
so close. I am so proud 
of all of them, especially those who have 
stayed from beginning to end. They made 
the team that much stronger, and our Is-
sue 30 shows that.
Within the EWU community, I would 
like to give a special thanks to Terri 
King, Cathy Richter, Gayla Thomas, Bill 
Stimson, D.J. Jigre, Rachel Toor, Sheryl 
O’Keefe and Gary Gasseling. Your help-
ing hand and never-ending support of 
The Easterner is greatly appreciated.
I learned a lot about myself, as a 
leader and as a student. Weekly newspa-
pers are fast paced and difficult. I cannot 
tell you the number of times our team 
thought the newsroom was going to 
crash and burn into the ground. Yet, here 
we are, still afloat and closer than ever.
As we felt under pressure with con-
stricting deadlines, computer crashes and 
printer mishaps, we all used humor to 
ease the stress of it all, and at the end of 
the day, all that mattered was the final 
newspaper and our readers.
I would like to honor and recognize 
editors I was so thankful to have collabo-
rated with this school year:
Sports editor Sam Deal: Your leadership 
and teamwork made the sports section the 
strongest I’ve ever seen at The Easterner. 
Your perseverance showed within your 
team, and I know you will be a phenomenal 
opinion editor next year. Your passion for 
being a leader shows within everything you 
do. Also, thanks for letting me vent to you.
Online sports editor Fetlew Ge-
breziabher: You challenged me and 
discussed critical topics with me when 
it came to our paper, our values and 
what our mission was. You always 
answered my questions about sports 
and never let your opinion be ignored. 
You brought so much knowledge 
and differing viewpoints to the team, 
and in the end, it made the editors all 
stronger. It was such an honor work-
ing with you this year.
News editor Jasmine Kemp: You 
have grown so much here. You also 
challenged me and were so valu-
able to the team beyond just writing 
and reporting. Even when you felt 
overwhelmed, you were still in the 
newsroom working diligently. Now that 
I think about it, I still owe you a Stephen 
Colbert lifesize cutout.
Eagle Life editor Jaclyn Archer: Your 
high spirits and drive led to some of the 
best articles I’ve read in a long time.
A farewell from the Editor-in-Chief: Goodbye, readers, and thanks
By Nicole Ruse
editor-in-chief
Ruse
FAREWELL-PAGE 7
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 Your keen insight, knowledge and abil-
ity to see varying viewpoints astounded 
me, and as news editor next year, I can’t 
wait to see what you and your team will 
create. You also relit my love for theater 
again. Thank you.
Online editor Brian Patterson: You always 
made me laugh, even when I was in my of-
fice scrambling to get work done. The stories 
you told me, and the opinions we discussed, 
helped me get through the day when I felt 
like my mind was going at 100 miles a min-
ute. Thank you for helping me decipher our 
crazy online analytics and going through 
our thousands of online comments. My head 
is hurting just thinking about it.
Managing editor Nathan Peters: You always 
made sure I was on top of my game. I knew 
since day one that I could rely on you to help 
me and the team as a whole. Even if some saw 
you as the bad cop and me as the good cop, we 
made it work quite well in our favor. Thank 
you for listening, laughing, crying, editing, 
arguing and being creative with me. As SigEp 
president and an ASEWU representative next 
year, I know you will change the face of EWU. I 
can’t wait to hear about all that you’re going to 
accomplish. Even when the designers put your 
face on Regina George and Gollum, I still took 
you seriously.
Opinion editor Zoe Colburn: The proj-
ects you have worked on so far have been 
great. You are a wonderful writer. The pres-
ence you bring to the newsroom makes us 
all feel better. Thank you for all your hard 
work, cat photos and comics.
To Eric Long: As chief copy editor this 
year, you really blossomed into a strong 
editor, and I know that as editor-in-chief 
next year, you have a lot to uphold in such 
a position. It might seem nerve-wracking, 
stressful, intimidating, overwhelming — 
my palms are sweating — but think of it 
this way: You’ve been, in a way, preparing 
for this job for years. You have all the tools 
and knowledge. It’s just a matter of asking 
yourself what you’re going to do with it all. 
Most importantly, thank you for being in 
the newsroom, sometimes past your work 
hours, to work by me and laugh with me. 
My biggest piece of advice: Choose your 
battles wisely and never let anyone destroy 
your passion. Okay, two pieces of advice.
I would like to thank Gary Graham for 
being the newspaper’s adviser last year. 
Even though you were only with us for two 
short quarters, you helped us immensely 
and gave us so much help and criticism. It 
really made a huge difference in how we 
saw our content and what we were creat-
ing and relating it back to our goals. I could 
never thank you enough for that.
In addition, I would like to recognize 
Jamie Neely, adviser of The Easterner this 
quarter. You have always been there to an-
swer my late-night emails, give me benefi-
cial advice and encourage me to always do 
the best I could, even if I felt overwhelmed. 
Thank you for being a listening ear as well.
I would like to recognize Laura Jones, 
EWU technical communication graduate, as 
well for working endless days last summer 
redesigning our newspaper's brand and 
turning it into a beautiful, yet workable, 
piece of design. Thank you for bringing 
your passion to the newsroom.
Also, I would like to thank Cawich Will 
Bempus for being a strong presence in the 
newsroom when everything felt out of con-
trol. My hat’s off to you.
Lastly, thank you to my family for be-
ing so supportive and understanding if I 
missed a day to call home. Thank you to my 
dad for taking care of my cat, as well as let-
ting me have a bed to crash in when I took 
Greyhound busses home to visit.
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Graduation is fast ap-
proaching, and I cannot wait.
My time here at Eastern 
has been a roller coaster. I 
have been here for only two 
years, and looking back on it 
overall, it has been an enjoy-
able experience. However, I 
do have a few recommenda-
tions to current and incom-
ing students.
Number one, if you are 
a transfer student, you will 
have to declare your major 
right away so look into the 
requirements and see if you 
can cut some corners. 
I attended running start 
at Spokane Falls Community 
College my last two years of 
high school. When I trans-
ferred and declared business 
management as my major 
two of my classes I took at 
Spokane Falls also counted 
for the major requirements. 
Second, plan your own 
schedule for your major 
requirements. I have heard 
very few good things about 
the advisors here. Does not 
matter what major it is, very 
few of them actually help 
the student to plan their 
time at Eastern.
Many of the major 
requirements are done in 
sequence of each other, so 
if you miss the first class 
you might not get a chance 
to take it until the next 
year, and will have wasted 
all that time. 
Figure out the prereq-
uisites you have to take, 
what quarters those classes 
are offered and when is the 
best time to take them. I 
have heard horror stories of 
students who had to stay in 
school for two extra years be-
cause they missed the classes 
they needed that were only 
offered once a year.
Lastly, make the most of 
your time here. Avoid fail-
ing any classes if you can 
because you are paying so 
much money for them, but do 
not spend all your time in the 
library studying for that 4.0. 
Twenty years from now 
you may not remember 
what grade you got in that 
English class, but you will 
remember the people you 
hung out with in that class. 
Make memories that make 
the school, the money and 
the stress all worth it. 
When it comes down to 
it the only thing you are 
here for is an expensive 
piece of paper that says you 
know something about your 
major. So if you are going 
to spend all that time and 
money for that paper, you 
misewell enjoy yourself 
while you do it. Make the 
most of your time here, it’ll 
all be over soon. 
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Hello, Eastern. I am the new 
editor-in-chief of The East-
erner.
First, I 
would like 
to say that it 
has been an 
insane year at 
The Easterner. 
We have had 
many ups and 
downs but we 
made it to the 
last issue, the 
one you are 
reading today.
As chief copy editor, I have 
seen and read every article that 
has been printed in the paper, 
from the light-hearted ones to 
the controversial ones that start-
ed conversations around cam-
pus. I stand behind everything 
we have printed. While I admit 
some mistakes were made, The 
Easterner is a place to learn, and 
we have done just that.
As editor-in-chief for Vol-
ume 67, I will take what I have 
learned and apply it to The 
Easterner for next year. My 
plan is to focus more on gov-
ernment — the ASEWU and the 
board of trustees — on campus. 
As students, we 
have a right to 
a transparent 
campus govern-
ment, and The 
Easterner will 
be an outlet for 
that.
To say print 
is dying is an 
understatement. 
This year The 
Easterner saw 
more and more 
viewership 
on our online 
site, especially mobile. As the 
year went on, I saw that as the 
online readership went up, the 
more physical papers came 
back to the newsroom.
I have heard your mes-
sage and because of it I will be 
pushing for more focus on our 
online site and will be incor-
porating multimedia including 
video, soundbites and inter-
active graphics. The news on 
our site will be up to date and 
timely, and readers will see a 
more com-
prehensive 
sports section 
where scores 
will be added 
as soon as we 
get them.
The physi-
cal paper 
will focus 
on lengthier 
news and 
feature 
stories and 
a more 
student-cen-
tered opinion section.
I am excited to start the 
2015-16 year but before it 
ends, I would like to thank 
Nicole Ruse, Volume 66’s 
editor-in-chief.
Nicole, we’ve been through 
a lot with this paper and staff. 
Through it all you have been 
there for support when I was 
down, stressed out and just 
wanting to give up. You’ve 
listened to me vent, gave ad-
vice and helped me grow to be 
the editor I am today. I won’t 
forget the fun times we had 
together and the laughter we 
shared. I’m going to miss being 
a chair-roll away from you, but 
I get to take over your office, 
so it won’t hurt too bad. Good 
luck out there, I know you’ll 
do amazing with whatever job 
you get. And remember to ask 
yourself, “What would Baby 
Magugu do?”
To the community, I hope 
that I can serve you in the best 
way possible next year. Please 
do not shy away from emailing, 
calling or stopping by if you 
have any questions, concerns, 
and suggestions.
Thank you for your continu-
ous support and please enjoy 
your summer.
Easterner’s new EIC strives forward
Goals include more online content, suggestions from students
By Eric Long
chief copy editor
letter to the editor
In the academic ladder, it is usually essen-
tial to choose the best major among the many 
choices available for the students.
A well-selected major will reflect the learner’s 
educational background, interests and his or her 
future career plans. Thus, it is crucial to choose 
the best major through an informed decision. 
This essay discusses devoted ways to choose 
one’s major.
Before choosing the optional major in col-
lege, it is of paramount importance to consider 
your interests, passions and values. These are 
the essential attributes to choosing a major that 
will fulfill the future and current needs of every 
learner. For example, some students have inter-
ests in engineering studies, thus should choose 
the engineering majors. Conversely, others have 
passions in entrepreneurship and thus should 
choose business courses. Also, the learners 
should weigh the values of a given major in 
their life and determine the course of their inter-
est that has the highest perceived value to them.
On the other hand, it is important to consid-
er the career prospects while selected the most 
appropriate major. Different individuals have 
different opportunities in their future careers 
where some aspire to join teaching, medical, 
or business, among many other professions. 
In this case, the student should factor these 
prospects in their choice of majors and choose 
their courses accordingly. However, the career 
expectation should not obsess a learner from 
choosing the right major in his field of interest 
and personal passions. He or she should be free 
in selecting the best course that is considered to 
fulfill the personal attributes and preferences. 
Moreover, a learner should make personal 
decisions without the interferences of the par-
ents and the other community members. In case 
of clarifications on a given subject, it is advis-
able to seek the guidance of the career counsel-
ors or guardians.
The Best Way to Choose your Major
By Habeeb Al hyrani
EasternerOnline.com - We are currently hiring for the 2015-2016 school year! • Email easterner.editor@gmail.com for more info.
Long
Students, 
some advice 
to cope
column
By Bekah Frank
administrative assistant
column
“I stand behind 
everything we have 
printed. While I admit 
some mistakes were 
made, The Easterner is 
a place to learn, and we 
have done just that.”
Eric Long
Editor-in-chief, 2015-2016
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When our editor-in-chief approached 
me two weeks ago and asked that I write 
a story to close out the year as far as sports 
go, I found the task somewhat daunting. 
Considering I was given the opportunity to 
cover EWU sports in what will probably go 
down as one of the best years in the school’s 
athletic history.  
The year startied with football domi-
nance, transitioning to massively successful basketball 
programs and up and coming programs from track and 
field to tennis.
Along with success, there has definitely been drama at the 
university: Vernon Adams exploiting the fifth year transfer 
rule, the abrupt end to a successful cross country season as 
well as the subsequent resignation of former head coach Chris 
Zeller and the exodus of the women’s basketball team follow-
ing a trip to the Women’s NIT.
But I realized that my moderately cynical view of athletics 
and outside objectivity isn’t the way most students on campus 
have viewed Eagle Athletics this past year. I was also curious 
to see what the perspective of a student who wasn’t respon-
sible for reporting on athletics throughout the year was.
I asked one of our young contributing writers, Dayana 
Morales, who hadn’t joined the paper until late in the year 
and did not work specifically on the sports staff, to answer 
five questions about the past year as a student and fan, not 
a reporter. Then I responded from the view I’ve had (one of 
the most privileged positions available in collegiate sports).
Highlights of the year or moments that stood out?
DM: The highlight of the year had to be the Men’s Basketball team making it to the NCAA. Seeing our Eagles at the big dance 
was one for the books. It took everyone by surprise and that’s 
what makes it so great. The underdogs rose to the occasion. 
They played great ball throughout the whole season. They 
definitely deserved a spot at the dance. Coach Hayford is a 
great coach that has the  men’s program on the right track.
SD: There are two moments that truly stood out for me this year. The first would have to be helping my fellow employees Anna Mills and 
Fetlew Gebreziabher get to experience professional sports 
journalism at the NCAA Men’s Basketball tournament. 
Affording two amazing young professionals, who have as 
much potential as anyone I know, an opportunity to fulfill 
a personal dream and gain experience that many will never 
know was one of the most rewarding feelings I’ve ever had 
and they did much better than I would have done myself. 
But for me personally, being a reporter working on the 
Vernon Adams transfer story had to be the top moment. It 
was as realistic a moment that I could hope for working at 
a student-run newspaper, with the story breaking about 
about 9:45 a.m. via Adams’ Instagram and me dropping my 
whole day to be at the press conference and produce a full 
story for that afternoon online. Then comparing my story 
to the ones on ESPN and other national media outlets was a 
great gauge for abilities. I know I am pretty conceited. 
Tyler Harvey jumping to professional basketball?
DM: I think it’s great that Tyler Harvey jumped to pro basketball. He is a great player that is willing to listen and learn from the best 
of the best and there’s no better place for that than the NBA. 
He has the chance, and he is taking it. I’ve heard he was 
invited to the combine, and that is totally awesome. He 
definitely deserves it, being the No. 1 leading scorer in the 
nation and earning numerous awards. There are 22 days left 
until the draft; best of luck to him.
SD: Watching Harvey all year was a delight; his abilities to score were unparalleled at this level, and some of the three-point shots he made left 
me simply shaking my head in wonder. That being said 
when rumors first broke that he would leave school early, I 
thought it was a bad idea and even with his recently rising 
draft stock, I still think the decision was a poor one. Harvey’s 
game doesn’t seem to stack up to the physicality of the NBA 
and his go-to moves in the Big Sky Conference won’t work 
against the long, mean defenders he will be facing on a nightly 
basis in the NBA. His stroke is pure, and there is no denying 
that; however, many of the pull-up off isolation or around 
screens shots he took over the past two years simply aren’t 
available with the speed of NBA defenders. He also lacks the 
defensive ability to be left on a complete island that happens 
so often in professional ball, especially on the perimeter. 
Maybe I’m just another hater on a Cinderella story, but 
making it successful as a walk-on at a Big Sky school is a lot 
different from cutting it on NBA rosters with the best play-
ers in the world.
Your feelings on Vernon Adams’ situation?
DM: I think it is unfortunate that EWU is going to lose a great quarterback, but this is a great opportunity for him. He is ready to 
continue doing big things elsewhere. I think this will be the 
opportunity the players remaining on the team have been 
waiting for. It’s time for the other players to step up and get 
the playing time they all work so hard for.
SD: Adams earned the right to be in the position he was in this winter when he made the decision to transfer to the University of Oregon. He will 
walk away from the Eagles as the best quarterback in school 
and maybe conference history. He didn’t make the rule and 
as long as the NCAA continues to be a jagged system that 
disproportionately removes all power from its greatest as-
sets. The players should have the right to exploit the system 
in whatever way they feel benefits them the most. From the 
perspective of the athletic department, it is clear that they 
have every right to be downright pissed off. Coach Baldwin 
summed it up perfectly, saying that no school should have 
the right to come in and snatch a player away from the pro-
gram that developed and worked with the athlete through-
out their collegiate career, without some repercussions in 
terms of playing time.
Direction of EWU athletics as a whole?
DM: EWU athletics as a whole did so well in various sports this season. Many qualified to compete in the Big Sky Championship 
tournament. Basketball and track even made it to NCAA. It 
is so weird to see how well each team did and then go off to 
hear that many of the student athletes are deciding to walk 
off. Definitely very contradicting, but I think this is a great 
opportunity for EWU athletics as a whole to look for a new 
bunch. Students that I am sure will continue to do great 
things side by side of the EWU athletics.
SD: What a year. From what I have seen, the objec-tives of the department as a whole are moving in the right direction. The school’s athletic pro-
gram has grown so much in the short amount of time that I 
have been here, it has been quite impressive, and with that 
growth, has come growing pains, which should be expected 
with such rapid expansion. The success of the various 
programs at the school will only bring more notoriety to the 
university and more challenges in the future.
What are you looking forward to the most 
for next year?
DM: I am looking forward to all the new faces on the courts and the fields. I am ready to see those who sat out or hardly played get more 
playing time. I am ready to see what all the new transfer stu-
dent have to offer the EWU athletics programs.  I am excited 
to see all the hard work that is being put on now before the 
season to be put on the court when it's time to do so.
SD: There are many bright spots, but seeing Jordan West’s confidence both in games and at practice during his limited time as a starter made me 
very excited to see what he will be capable of as the full-time 
guy under center. He has the ability to continue to lead the 
Eagles and build on the recent winning tradition. I also look 
forward to the development of a winning culture within the 
EWU Men’s Tennis team with first-year head coach Steve 
Clark. Clark was one of the most enthusiastic people I have 
met and has an idea of what he wants the EWU program to 
look like as well as the experience and wherewithal to make 
it happen.
sam DEal
ColuMN
EWU Athletics: A Year in Review
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Harvey and Brandon, player 1 and 22, high-five each other at the end of the NCAA game on March 19.
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“Cheney’s Best Value”
Studio- 3 Bedrooms
$395-$850
720 West 1st street
(509) 235 6526
gardenmanor@centurylink.net
Don’t spend summer at home 
worrying about fall housing.
RESERVE A UNIT TODAY.
Garden Manor 
Apartments
Parking Services will begin selling 
summer quarter, fall quarter and 
2015/2016 annual parking permits 
on Friday June 5, 2015.  
All permits are sold first come first 
serve.  To purchase a permit please 
come to 131 Tawanka, office hours 
are 8 Am to 4:45 PM Monday thru 
Friday.  Please remember to make 
sure all parking infractions are sat-
isfied or you will not be able to pur-
chase a permit. Only ONE campus 
permit per person is allowed.  
Please call Parking Services at 359-
7275 for further information.
Although the Big Sky Cham-
pionships concluded at Roos 
Field earlier on May, 11 Eagle 
athletes continued and ulti-
mately ended their season at 
the NCAA West Regionals in 
Austin, Texas, from May 28-
30. No EWU athlete finished in 
the top 12 in their event, which 
would have advanced them to 
the NCAA Championships in 
Eugene, Oregon.
 EWU sent six field athletes 
and five runners down south, 
three of which — Jordan Araka-
wa in the hammer throw, Emma 
Murillo in the javelin and Morena 
Mannucci in the triple jump — were 
Big Sky Champions. Paula Gil-
Echevarria, Katie Mahoney and 
Catie Arrigoni all qualified in the 
3,000 meter steeplechase while fel-
low distance runner Sarah Reiter 
qualified in the 10,000 meter run.
 Freshman Jeremy VanAssche 
was the lone Eagle men’s runner as 
he ran in the 100 meter dash, while 
Samantha Baker joined Murillo in 
the javelin. Reigning indoor Big 
Sky Champion Trenton Osborn 
competed in the long jump, while 
senior Phil Puccino qualified in the 
high jump.
 Osborn got the Eagles started 
on May 28, placing 37th, an im-
provement after coming into re-
gionals ranked 40th. His jump of 
23-1 1/4 was shy of his outdoor 
high of 24-3, which ranks ninth in 
school history. In the triple jump, 
Mannucci’s leap of 40-6 was tied 
for her second best jump of the 
season and good for 33rd overall 
in regionals.
 “I am really thrilled with her 
senior year, I couldn't be happier 
for her. It was a great way to end 
her career here,” said women’s 
head coach Marcia Mecklenburg.
 In the 3,000 meter steeple-
chase, Gil-Echevarria led the 
pack for the Eagles, finishing 
with a personal best time of 
10:21.99. Her 14th place fin-
ish was the closest EWU got to 
sending an athlete to Eugene. 
Mahoney finished in 38th with a 
time of 10:48.69, while Arrigoni’s 
time of 11:00.18 was good for 
44th. In the 10,000 meter run, 
Reiter finished in 42nd place 
with a time of 37:14.17.
 The standout performance 
of the meet for the Eagles was 
VanAssche in the 100 meter 
dash, who re-broke his own 
school record with a time of 
10.36 seconds. The freshman 
came into regionals ranked 34th in 
the event, and finished 25th over-
all, just missing out on the quarter-
finals heat. Men’s head coach Stan 
Kerr said before the meet that one 
of the goals was to get VanAssche to 
the semifinals.
 It was a rough meet for Puc-
cino in the high jump, who entered 
the meet ranked 47th overall. With 
the bar set high right off the bat, 
Puccino couldn’t get over the 
6-8 mark on his three attempts, 
closing the book on a successful 
college career.
 Arakawa was poised for a 
championship berth heading 
into regionals, but the Big Sky 
champion faulted on his first 
and third attempt and threw it 
198-6 on his second, well be-
hind his season best of 218-1 
and the 208-3 mark set behind 
the 12th place finisher in the 
hammer throw at regionals. 
Arakawa ends his EWU career 
as a three-time Big Sky cham-
pion, as well as a three-time Big 
Sky runner-up.  
 In the javelin, Baker entered 
the meet ranked 39th over-
all and ended up ranking 30th 
with a throw of 145-0. Murillo 
couldn’t get things going and 
finished with a throw of 141-9, 
well off her personal best of 168. 
Murillo caps off a career that 
included back-to-back outdoor 
championships in the javelin.
 “I know this was very hard for 
Emma, as she hoped this wouldn't 
have been her final meet. It did 
not go the way she wanted, but 
what a great career she had at 
Eastern,” said Mecklenburg.
Track and field go hard at NCAA 
By BraNdoN CliNe
staff reporter
Photo by Anna Mills
Track and field athlete pole vaults at an EWU event at Roos Field.  
Eleven Eastern athletes advance to regionals in Texas
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EWU Players to Watch
June 10 - Track and Field
At NCAA Division Championships @ 
Eugene, Oregon, Hayward Field
June 11 - Track and Field
At NCAA Division 1 Outdoor Champi-
onships @ Eugene, Oregon, Hayward 
Field
June 12 - Track and Field
At NCAA Division 1 Outdoor Champi-
onships @ Eugene, Oregon, Hayward 
Field
June 13 - Track and Field 
At NCAA Division 1 Outdoor Champi-
onships @ Eugene, Oregon, Hayward 
Field 
Bliznyuk’s breakout freshman season 
was a driving force behind Eastern’s best 
season in school history. The Ukrainian 
freshman was a force off the bench lead-
ing the Eagle’s second unit with 8.7 points 
per game. At the onset of conference play 
he saw an increase in playing time due to 
the injuries suffered along the Eagle front 
line. The additional playing time helped 
the freshman blossom and led to a season 
high 25 point scoring output on Jan. 24 
against North Dakota. Bliznyuk earned 
Big Sky Freshman of the Year. With Venky 
Jois as the Eagle’s sole returning starter, 
Bliznyuk will have an increased role on 
the team and look to build off his success-
ful freshman campaign. 
Williams set the Big Sky on fire in her 
first collegiate season, scoring six goals 
and assisting on four others for a total 
of 16 points on the season, tied with Sa-
vannah Hoekstra on the team. Williams 
had game-winning goals in back-to-back 
games against Southern Utah Univer-
sity on October 17 and Northern Arizona 
University on October 19. A staple in the 
lineup, Williams started and played in 
all 17 games on the season. Of Williams’ 
47 shots on the season, 23 were on goal 
and six were converted into goals, good 
for a .128 shot percentage. Williams’ most 
productive game of the season came on 
September 28 against Weber State, where 
she notched a goal and an assist for three 
points in a 5-1 victory. She is poised to 
help lead the Eagle’s to their second con-
secutive postseason appearance. 
The forward was one of just two fresh-
men selected to the All-Big Sky First 
Team, along with the University of Mon-
tana’s Hallie Widner. Williams was cho-
sen as the Big Sky’s Offensive Player of 
the Week on October 21 for her two-goal 
performance against SUU and NAU.
Jordan West
Football
Sophomore
• 2014-15 Stat line: 
6 goals, 4 assists, 
16 points, 47 shots, 
23 shots on goal, 2 
game-winning goals
Chloe Williams
Women’s Soccer
Freshman
• 2014-15: 60.6 
completion percentage, 9 
touchdowns, 1 interception, 
1072 passing yards
Bogden Bliznyuk
Men’s Basketball
Freshman
• 8.7 points per game, 
19 minutes per game, 4 
rebounds per game, field 
goal percentage of 58
Robert Dula 
Men’s Tennis
Sophomore
• 22-19 overall 
singles matches
• 16-17 overall 
in Doubles
By saM deal
sports editor
By BraNdoN CliNe
staff reporter
By saM deal
sports editor
By saM deal
sports editor
From the minute Dula 
came to EWU he has been 
slotted in the No.1 position 
for the Eagles and he has 
been a consistent leader as a 
team captain. Dula finished 
his freshman season at EWU 
with a singles record of 13-9 
and 8-8 in doubles, starting 
all 22 of the team's matches. 
He was awarded 2014 first 
team All-Big Sky. Dula en-
ter the 2014-15 season in the 
No.1 slot again and paired 
with fellow captain Eduardo 
Martinez as the top doubles 
group on the team. After a 
rocky start to his sophomore 
season, Dula led a late season 
surge by the Eagles winning 
his final four matches, finish-
ing with a record of 9-10. He 
earn his second consecutive 
All-Big Sky honor as EWU 
finished 5-6 in conference 
falling just short of postsea-
son play via a tiebreaker with 
Northern Arizona.
West will enter the 2015 sea-
son as the Eagle’s top quarterback 
on the roster, with the early de-
parture of Vernon Adams Jr. He is 
the only signal caller on the team 
with considerable playing time 
having started four games last 
season in Adams’ absence. He 
led EWU to a 3-1 record in those 
starts throwing for over 1,000 
yards including 8 touchdowns 
and just 1 interception. His stint 
as starter was capped off by a 54-3 
destruction of North Dakota in 
EWU homecoming game where 
West completed 64.9 percent of 
his passes for 314 yards and 2 
touchdowns. A solid spring se-
cured the Maple Valley native’s 
spot as the top guy and he will 
have big shoes to fill as the Eagles 
expect to compete at the same 
level the program has been for 
the past few years. West will look 
to replace the production that 
Adams brought to the record set-
ting Eagle offense.
Ready for tennis to 
start up a racket
Basketball reaches new heights Football might throw down next year
Women’s soccer kicking it up a notch
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Jordan West prepares a pass at an EWU game.
Photo by Anna Mills
Chloe Williams prepares to kick the soccer ball.
Photo by Anna Mills
Robert Dula keeps his eye on the tennis ball.
Photo by Anna Mills
Bogden Bliznyuk runs for the hoop at an EWU game.
